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sacred promise, that it shall prevail, that the time shall come when 
swords shall he beaten into ploughshares, and the nations shall learn 
war no more. 

With respect to your request that I should assist you in the direc- 
tion of the periodical of the Peace Society of Geneva, by forwarding 
ours to you, the only obstacle is the difficulty of communication be- 
tween this country and Switzerland. An international post-office 
will be one of the objects of a congress of nations. When such a 
post-office shall have been established, a letter, or a periodical, may 
be dropped into the post-office of any obscure village in the world, 
and will find its destination with certainty and regularity. 

I am particularly anxious to know how the prize of 400 franks, 
offered by your late husband for the best dissertation on a congress 
of nations, was disposed of; and if any dissertation was published, I 
should like to get a copy. Our prize is adjudged to be divided 
among five of the authors of the best dissertations; and the volume 
containing them is just put to press. When it is finished, I will send 
you some copies. 

Now, my dear madam, farewell. I commend you to God, praying 
that you may find that consolation in the bosom of your Saviour, 
which the world can neither give nor take away. Please accept the 
assurance of my high consideration and esteem. 

Your friend and fellow-laborer in the cause of peace, 

To Madam the Countess de Sellon. Wll. Ladd. 



LONDON CORRESPONDENCE. 

We gave in our last a part of two paragraphs from one of our 
correspondents in London, touching non-government; and we 
subjoin from the same writer (Rev. J. Hargreaves), a few extracts 
from a recent letter which may serve to show how thorough a man 
may be on peace without renouncing human government. 

"The taking away of human life, by an armed force, is, in my 
opinion, unlawful under any circumstances, let the provocation be 
what it may. The life of man is inviolably the property of God, and 
no man, nor any body of men, under any name, or any pretext, can 
invade that property without sin, no, not even by what is called a 
judicial process. The battle-field presents nothing but a scene of 
wholesale butchery and murder. As it is not right or lawful in 
either case to precipitate a person into eternity beyond the possibil- 
ity of reformation or repentance, so it is not necessary or expedient. 
Other methods may be resorted to to adjust differences between 
contending nations. An appeal to the sword, were it not barbarous 
and wicked, never did, and never can settle the dispute, nor prove 
who has justice on his side. You have done much already, and I 
hope you will long be spared to do much more, to convince the va- 
rious civilized nations of the world, that a tribunal may be formed 
to adjust international disputes, upon principles of equity. Provided 
that the complaining party should not be entirely satisfied, yet the 
award would, to a rational mind under proper feelings, be infinitely 
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preferable to the most glorious conquest at the expense of human 
life. A congress of nations is the great desideratum. The decisions 
of such a court would not be enforced by the sword, for that would 
be inconsistent with its very existence, and with its design to prevent 
war. But if any aggrieved party should determine not to submit to 
the decision of such a court, there is still the dreadful alternative of 
appealing to the sword. But can we suppose any nation so reckless 
of reputation, of property and of life, as in the face of the world to 
adopt that course? Besides, they could not fight, because none 
would fight against them. There must be two sides to a battle. We 
shall, I hope, press the propriety, practicability and necessity of such 
a congress being established, more constantly, warmly and strongly 
upon the public mind." 

After a series of critical remarks on the published sentiments of 
our non-government brethren, he adds, — 

" The tract, on national organization, I have not read so carefully 
as 1 ought, and as I may hereafter do. But is not the very first para- 
graph incongruous ? It represents man in his individual capacity as 
'crowned with glory and honor, and but little lower than the angels.' 
But it represents a nation, composed of these very individuals, as cor- 
rupt, and 'covered with shame and infamy, and little better than 
demons.' Is this sound logic? Must not a chain be the same as 
the links are of which it is composed ? How can the whole be bad, 
if each individual part be good ? If the argument will hold one way, 
it will I presume hold reversed. All the individuals of a nation may 
be bad, but the nation in the aggregate be good! Such inference I 
think deducible from the premises. 

Again, do they not violate their own principles in forming and 
organizing their own society? Have they no rules, no laws, no 
government nor governors, nor any code by which they are tied 
together ? How would the system work in private life ? Shall the 
father and the master of an household give up or abandon the reins 
of government in his family, and have no rule, nor laws on the do- 
mestic hearth? Shall children and servants be under no control 
or jurisdiction, but each be allowed with impunity to do that which 
is right in his own eyes? I cannot embrace the principles of the 
Non-Resistant Society, as a whole. They have, doubtless, many 
good points in common with ourselves, as the condemnation of all 
war, &c. But if the foundation (or the government) be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do? I cannot yet speak of 'human govern- 
ment as treason against God,' who has himself ordained it." 

From a letter of Rev. JV. M. Harry, Foreign Secretary London Peace 
Society, to William Ladd, Pres. A. P. S. 

Hackney Road, London, July 5, 1830. 

Mr dear Frif.kb, — Although 1 have never exchanged letters with 
you, I feel persuaded you will allow me thus familiarly to address 
you. I have had the pleasure of being acquainted with you through 
your useful publications for some years. You will perceive that our 
Society in this country made extensive use of your first letter respect- 
ing the border war. Extracts from it were printed in great numbers 
of our newspapers in town and country. And these extracts, with 
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part of your last letter to Mr. Hargreaves, are inserted in our last 
number of the Herald, which will be sent you, I expect, by the same 
conveyance as will bring this letter. 

I feel it a very great honor that I am permitted to take a part in so 
good, so holy and so righteous a cause. I do not feel myself as a 
professional agent in this cause, but as one whose interest for time 
and eternity is completely identified with it. In reference to the 
avowal of these principles, 1 can say with Paul respecting his min- 
istry, " Wo is me if 1 preach not the gospel." I am not satisfied with 
myself that I have not been more active in public services in behalf 
of the Society. I think 1 must turn out and speak aloud on the 
subject. I sometimes, in course of my travels as a minister, find a 
thorough-going peace man, and I have some reason to believe that 
the number is increasing; yet I suppose nothing like the delightful 
sprinkling you have in America. Well, we must labor and pray for 
such a change in our country. This land, you know, has from its 
earliest history, been a warlike nation. It has won great honors, in 
the opinion of the world, by her conquests on sea and land, and our 
people have been nursed and cradled in the belief of the justness 
and glory of a military spirit. The revolution of mind must be very 
great to bring them from these sentiments, so long and so fondly 
cherished. But we hope to see this change throughout the nation. 
Pray for us. 



A PEACE SOCIETY IN THE FAE WEST. 

The name of the Rev. Dr. Nelson, the founder of the Mission In- 
stitute in Quincy, Illinois, is familiar to all our readers; and we were 
happy to receive a few days ago, through our worthy friend and co- 
adjutor, L. D. Dewey, of New York, a letter giving an account of a 
peace society organized in that seminary on the 10th of July, at the 
suggestion of Dr. Nelson. We copy the preamble and constitution 
sent by the secretary, William Fithian, who informs us, that "fifty 
persons had subscribed their names as members of the society." 

PREAMBLE. 

"Whereas the horrid custom of war has been prevalent among all 
nations, and even those called Christian have spent the greater 
part of their time, energies and revenues, in making havoc of the 
human family, and in contending with each other about matters that 
might be settled by arbitration ; whereas the warrior, the destroyer 
of his race, has been crowned with glory for his deeds of blood, and 
extolled by the poet and the orator, while the peaceful benefactor of 
his race is forgotten ; whereas war is chiefly set on foot by rulers 
who are liable to little personal suffering, while the mass of people 
pay their money, and spill their blood ; and whereas, this war-spirit 
is universally prevalent, and because the church has neglected to 
testify against it; therefore, we unite and promise that we will en- 
deavor to discourage the custom of war by all lawful means, and 
diffuse, as far as our influence goes, a spirit of peace; that we will 
strive to quell wrathful passions in ourselves and others; that we 



